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“A Dream Within A Dream” by Edgar Allan Poe-Imagery
Allan poem questions the human existence and the nature of reality. The poem is organized in a picturesque way to show two varying scenarios and link them into one loop. The two stanzas show how the writer moves from the first person's sentiment of separating from his life-partner, his periods of anguish and passion, sedentary on the beach while trying to hold on some sand. The scenarios have a combination of disheartened questions which even the writer’s soul does not have the answers, continuously screaming out the diversified emotions of the author and thoughtful reasoning. Both stanzas are excellently interwoven in a manner which seems like a pilgrimage of irony, an expedition all over the life-partner passage of time, that is represented by the grains of sand that the author holds as a memory of their love that ended up being a dream just like the grains of sand quickly dwindle from his hand. The imagery ‘golden’ used by the author is highlighting the importance of sand and love in the poem (Poe, line 15). These two linked expressions of passion that he considers an illusion of attainment. This essay will use imagery criteria to evaluate the Edgar Allan poem. 
Use of Imagery in the Poem

The use of imagery in this poem makes the audience to envisage the author’s emotions and feelings. In the first stanza, the writer requests a parting kiss on the brow (Poe, line 1). Even though the kiss portrays a farewell, Allan uses imagery of it as a melancholic closure in their relationship. It seems like the writer has separated from his lover for good. As they go separate ways, the author attests that her inclination was right from the beginning; their time together was just a dream (Poe, lines 4-5). The author discerns the fact later as they go separate ways. The writer is amazed as to how the time they spent together flew fast. It seems like their affair has been like just a dream relationship that ended up quickly for the author. This makes the writer question whether the time they spent together could be weighed based on the quality or whether it was an invention of his mind. All this shows that the writer has accepted the challenging reality of life and start to understand the ropes. 

As symptomatic, the writer appears not ready to separate; it just feels unhinged, causing him to questions regarding hope and its foundations. Hope acted as romantic entanglement for their relationship, but afterward, it goes through the window, and that’s why the author states that whether its night/day, once the hope is gone, it’s gone forever (Poe, lines 6-9). It seems like the writer wants to show that as long as a shred of hope is available, even a dream can become a reality. However, for him, since his lover has parted him, the romantic entanglement for him appears to be some fairytale. Fundamentally, the lover could be a dream for the writer — a dream which is lost and has quickly faded as time passed. 

In the second stanza, the writer changes the settings. He sees himself standing on the sunlit shore, where he bath with warm sunlight. At the beach, the author holds some sand in his hand. Here the writer portrays some impressive imagery via the construction of ocean-waves loudly striking the coastline (Poe, lines 12-13). The atmosphere along the sea is obstructive with surfs bashing the seashore; the author has a larger fish to fry. Irrespective of whether the writer is creating imagery or is actually on the coastline is of insignificance here, because of the broader picture portrayed in this scene. 

The writer appears to be crying about time and its negligent conduct towards human beings. As he grasps grain of sand, it dwindles out, leaving the writer high and dry (Poe, lines 14-17). The imagery of roaring surfs is used by the writer to represent the reality that birches hard on his dream landscape (Poe, line 13), and because of this, irrespective of the effort he up, he ended up releasing the sand from his hand (Poe, line 17). Although the author tried, in the end, the reality won, pulling him out of his self-built paradise. Throughout the poem, the writer could be portraying that life is an ongoing process of things or people coming-in and going-out. 

Conclusion

Allan used the imagery in this poem to enable the audience to feel the same pain that he experienced. Throughout the whole poem, the writer, brilliantly left the entire poem to varying methods of interpretations. The words written in this poem showed an outermost dream, and at the same time, portrayed the writer’s mind as the inner dream. In the end, the writer came to terms with the living reality, when he felt that the lover was right when she claimed that his life was only a dream. The fact of Allan's poem applies to all people in this life, and that’s why he professes that a person’s existence is only part of a complicated dream that is confined within a compartmentalized dream (Poe, line 23-24).
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